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Beginning this fall, 

a college education will 

be even more affordable 

for many Austin County 

residents.

The Blinn College 

District and Blinn 

College Foundation 

announced today a new 

scholarship that will 

provide up to $1,000 

in tuition support for 

Austin County resi-

dents for up to one aca-

demic year. Effective 

beginning in fall 2024, 

the scholarship covers 

both academic transfer 

and career and techni-

cal education courses, 

as well as both credit 

and non-credit courses. 

Students may use the 

scholarship to attend 

any Blinn campus or 

complete courses online.

“The Blinn College 

Austin County Schol-

arship provides Aus-

tin County residents an 

affordable pathway to a 

college degree,” said Dr. 

Mary Hensley, Chan-

cellor of the Blinn Col-

lege District. “I would 

like to thank the Blinn 

College Foundation 

and its Board of Direc-

tors for their support of 

this initiative and for 

their dedication to cre-

ating new opportunities 

for Austin County stu-

dents.”
“This scholarship 

represents an incredi-

ble gift for the Austin 

County high school stu-

dents who will begin 

their college education 

at Blinn,” said Nancy 

Berry, Chair of the 

Blinn College Founda-

tion Board of Directors.

The  scholarship 

has no need require-

ments and disburses 

on a “last-dollar basis,” 

meaning that schol-

arship funds will be 

applied toward eligible 

students’ tuition costs 

after all other financial 

aid awards have been 

applied toward their bal-

ance. Scholarship fund-

ing covers up to 12 credit 

hours per semester and 

is available for up to one 

year after students have 

graduated high school or 

earned their high school 

equivalency.

To be eligible, stu-

dents must:

• be residents of Aus-

tin County;

• have graduated 

from any public, private 

or home-school high 

school or earned their 

high school equivalency 

in the past year;

• complete their Free 

Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA) at 

https://studentaid.gov;

• apply to Blinn Col-

lege at ApplyTexas.org;

• apply for the schol-

arship using the En-

dowed Scholarship Ap-

plication at www.blinn.

edu/scholarships when 

the application opens 

on Feb. 1, 2024;

• and maintain a 2.0 

Blinn College GPA (if 

applicable).

The scholarship is 

funded by a gift from 

the estate of Sidney 

Dell Johnston Rem-

mert. Remmert was a 

graduate of Sealy High 

School and attended 

Blinn College from 1957 

to 1959. At Blinn, she 

was a member of the 

Blinn College Bucca-

neer Band, assisted in 

the library, and worked 

part-time in the admin-

istration office.

She transferred to 

Sam Houston State 

Teachers College and 

graduated  with  a 

degree in library sci-

ence. After years work-

ing as a high school 

librarian, she and her 

husband worked on 

their ranch and man-

aged a livestock oper-

ation located between 

Sealy and Wallis.

The Blinn College 

Austin County Schol-

arship builds upon the 

success of the Blinn 

College Washington 

County Scholarship 

that launched in 2022. 

Blinn seeks to create 

similar scholarships 

for additional counties 

in its service area with 

additional funding.

“This scholarship 

represents just the 

beginning of what we 

hope to offer students 

in the years to come,” 

Hensley said. “With 

additional funding, we 

can expand this pro-

gram to provide stu-

dents more scholarship 

support, extend the 

eligibility period, and 

introduce similar schol-

arships to other coun-

ties within the Blinn 

service area.”

For more information 

regarding the Blinn 

College Austin County 

Scholarship, visit www.

blinn.edu/scholarships/

austin-county.html.

Lisbeth Arevalo 

of Bellville has been 

named to Southern 

New Hampshire Uni-

versity’s (SNHU) Fall 

2023 President’s List. 

The fall terms run 

from September to 

December.

Full-time under-

graduate students 

who have earned a 

minimum grade-point 

average of 3.700 and 

above for the reporting 

term are named to the 

President’s List. Full-

time status is achieved 

by earning 12 cred-

its over each 16-week 

term or paired eight-

week terms grouped 

in fall, winter/spring, 

and summer.

S o u t h e r n  N e w 

Hampshire Univer-

sity (SNHU) is a pri-

vate, nonprofit insti-

tution with a 91-year 

history of educat-

ing traditional-aged 

students and work-

ing adults. Now serv-

ing more than 225,000 

learners worldwide, 

SNHU offers approx-

imately 200 accred-

ited undergraduate, 

graduate and certifi-

cate programs, avail-

able online and on 

its 300-acre campus 

in Manchester, NH. 

Recognized as one of 

the “Most Innovative” 

regional universities 

by U.S. News & World 

Report and one of the 

fastest-growing uni-

versities in the coun-

try, SNHU is com-

mitted to expanding 

access to high quality, 

affordable pathways 

that meet the needs of 

each learner. 

Lillie Hancock, of 

Bellville, was named 

to the University of 

Mississippi’s Fall 2023 

Honor Roll lists.

Hancock, major-

ing in Integrated Mar-

keting Communica-

tions., was named to 

the Dean’s Honor Roll, 

which is reserved for 

students who earn a 

semester GPA of 3.50-

3.74.
 In order to be eligi-

ble for honor roll des-

ignation, a student 

must have complet-

ed at least 12 graded 

hours for the semes-

ter and may not be on 

academic probation 

during the semester.

The University of 

Mississippi, affection-

ately known as Ole 

Miss, is the state’s 

flagship university. 

Included in the elite 

group of R1: Doctor-

al Universities - High-

est Research Activity 

by the Carnegie Clas-

sification, it has a long 

history of producing 

leaders in public ser-

vice, academics and 

business. 

Its  16 academ-

ic divisions include a 

major medical school, 

nationally recognized 

schools of accountan-

cy, law and pharmacy, 

and an  Honors College 

acclaimed for a blend 

of academic rigor, 

experiential learn-

ing and opportunities 

for community action. 

Recognized among the 

nation’s most beau-

tiful, Ole Miss’ main 

campus is in Oxford, 

which is routinely 

acknowledged as one 

of the country’s best 

college towns.

Last week, 46 Sealy 

High School Choir kids 

went to compete in the 

Solo and Ensemble com-

petition at Cypress Park 

High School. 

“I’m happy to congrat-

ulate our 17 State Qual-

ifiers and our five fresh-

men who received a supe-

rior rating,” said Matthew 

Kent with the Sealy ISD 

Fine Arts Program. 

Students receiving 

a Superior rating and 

Advancing to the State 

UIL Solo and Ensemble 

Contest are:

• Halee Bassett

• Kelsie Beasley

• Isabella Burns

• Kaden Crawley

• Rylan Crawley

• Kaylie Dabney

• Brittany Danas

• Bryanna Danas

• Lane Emshoff 

• Gitzel Juarez

• Jony Hernandez

• Lani Krenek

• Humairah Mahmood

• Christopher Medina

• Zachary Orsak

• Faith Sledge

• Brayden Turner 

The freshmen who 

received a superior rating 

are:
• Kai Dabney

• Lisette Lopez

• Kai Moreno

• Lisa Nunn

• Christy Stevens

Both Colton and Reid Warr exhibited their Brangus heifers at 

the Junior heifer show last week in Ft Worth with phenomenal 

results. Colton was Grand Champion Heifer Calf and Reid was 

Reserve Champion Senior Calf. Both are members of the 

Brazos FFA/Agricultural Science program.

Bellville’s 

Lisbeth Arevalo 

named to SNHU 

President’s ListBlinn College District, Blinn 

Foundation announce new scholarship 

program for Austin County residents

Bellville’s 

Hancock named 

to UM Fall 2023 

Dean’s honor roll

Sealy HS 

choir shines at 

competition

What a day in Cowtown for the Warr family

Find Your Perfect

Pet Match
The Pet Classifi eds

In Print & Online  

Breeders | Rescue Adoptions

Adoption Fairs | Pet Merchandise 

Pet Care Services

To advertise or subscribe, call

979-885-3562

or visit us online today.

The Sealy News
www.sealynews.com

14 THE SEALY NEWS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2024

SEALYNEWS.COM

COURTESY PHOTOS

Both Colton and Reid Warr exhibited their Brangus heifers at 

the Junior heifer show last week in Ft Worth with phenomenal 

results. Colton was Grand Champion Heifer Calf and Reid was 

Reserve Champion Senior Calf. Both are members of the 

Brazos FFA/Agricultural Science program.
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“In the world you will have trib-ulation. But take heart; I have 
overcome the world.”

— JOHN 13:33
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By JIMMY GALVANJIMMY.GALVAN@SEALYNEWS.COM

The Austin County Crime Stoppers is now offering up to $1,000 reward for a tip that leads to the arrests of three sus-pects that executed a rob-bery at the Big 99 Cents Store Jan. 3.
According to reports, three suspects entered the Big 99 Cents and Gift Store, located at 218 Fowl-kes Street, Jan. 3 at 8:40 p.m. and assaulted the store employee and took an undisclosed amount of money and checks before exiting the store and flee-ing the area on foot.The three suspects are described as black males, in their late teens to mid-20’s.

Suspect 1 is approxi-mately 5’9” to 5’11” tall, wearing a dark colored face mask, dark blue hoodie, black pants, white tennis shoes and had light blue rubber gloves.

Crime 
Stoppers 
offering 
reward for 
robbery tips

See ROBBERY, page 13

By ABENEZER YONASABENEZER.YONAS@SEALYNEWS.COM

Sealy’s Public Works advi-sor recommended adding “No Thru Truck” signs at anoth-er intersection to city coun-cil members Jan. 17, after an 18-wheeler caused a 12-inch water main break. According to Mayor Car-olyn Bilski, the city had been working on “trying to keep the big trucks” off of the smaller streets having installed signs in other loca-tions. 
The 18-wheeler drove over 

a waterline off Gebhardt and Schmidt, causing the break, leading to residents in the area undergoing a 24-hour boil water notice. Bilski says the signs were suggested to restrict 18-wheelers from cutting through these roads and prevent such an incident from ever happening again. “We have been working on trying to keep the big trucks,” said Bilski. “Off of these small streets. There was a 12-inch water main break when an 18-wheeler drove over the waterline and those folks had to have a boil water 

notice for 24 hours while it was repaired. The sugges-tions of public works were to add “No through trucks” signs and prohibit 18-wheel-ers from cutting through on Gebhardt from 36 and Geb-hardt to Schmidt.”A change order request was also submitted at last Wednesday night’s meet-ing regarding a construction contract between the city of Sealy and the Texas Depart-ment of Agriculture.Councilmembers “had to do a change order to clean up some paperwork and 

accounting” regarding the contract, which approved a grant funding the revitaliza-tion of certain roads with-in Sealy with some “local match” from the city. The original grant contract bid started at $305,517 with the city matching $52,500, but that contract got reduced to $288,738 with $15,779 in close-out procedures. Bils-ki says in “layman’s words” what exactly the plan was between Sealy and the Texas Department of Agriculture.“We resurfaced the roads,” said Bilski. “They’re black-

topped, but they have a beau-tiful hot mix cover on them. If you drive on the Eastside of Sealy, those streets need lots of work. They had some sewage lines done, I’m going to say several years ago, and there was no money left in the grant to do the streets. So, the Texas Department of Agriculture grant funded those streets with some local match from the city.”The second of two read-ings regarding the Texas Fee Schedule Ordinance was also 

Sealy discussing amending “No Thru Truck” ordinance

By JIMMY GALVANJIMMY.GALVAN@SEALYNEWS.COM

The last of two public forms hosted by the Austin County Republican Party will be held Thursday, Feb. 1 at Tony’s Restaurant in Sealy. There are four con-tested races in the county this cycle, House District 85, County Clerk, Commissioner 

Pct 1, and Constable Pct 3. The second forum will be held Feb. 1 at Tony’s Restau-rant Meeting Room from 7-9 p.m.
Charles Beers, Austin County Republican party chairman said in an effort to best utilize the time, each set of candidates will be asked a series of questions hopefully designed to pro-

vide attendees with a better understanding of their goals and priorities.  “The candidates will not be informed of the questions beforehand. Because of time constraints, we will not be taking questions from the audience during the forum,” Beers said. “We are collect-ing questions to ask the can-didates; I have asked sever-

al people in the community for suggestions for questions and have asked each candi-date to provide me with a set of questions for their oppo-nent.”
Candidates expected to be at the forum include:Austin County Clerk Andrea Cardenas, who will 

Last political forum set for Feb. 1

By ABENEZER YONASABENEZER.YONAS@SEALYNEWS.COM

G overnor Greg Abbott endorsed State Representative Stan Kitzman for re-election Jan. 17 during Kitzman’s campaign event at the Brookwood Cafe in Brookshire.The governor made his first appearance at Brookwood in over seven years to support the Texas House District 85 representative’s re-election campaign, making it very clear when speaking at last Wednes-day’s event that he was there for one reason and reason only.“I’m here today for one reason,” said Abbott. “That’s to make clear to the people of Waller, Fort Bend County, 

is here
��������Political season

Political season��is here

Abbott, Paxton 
offer different 
District 85 
endorsements

See CITY, page 13

See FORUM, page 13

See ELECTIONS, page 13 PHOTOS BY ABENEZER YONAS

Texas Governor Greg Abbott visited the Brookwood Cafe in Brookshire to endorse State Representative Stan 

Kitzman at his campaign event Jan. 17, speaking to the crowd about immigration, tax cuts and more.
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“For I know the plans I have 
for you, declares the Lord, 

plans for welfare and not for 
evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

— JEREMIAH 29:11

DAY 
H/L/RAIN

Thursday 
56/42/0%

Friday 
59/45/60%

Saturday 
56/37/40%

Sunday 
61/48/10%

Monday 
68/50/60%

Tuesday 
63/45/40%

Wednesday 57/46/40%
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By JIMMY GALVAN
JIMMY.GALVAN@SEALYNEWS.COM(Editor’s note: This is the 

first of a two-part series on 
a look back at the bigger sto-
ries of 2023 as reported by The 
Sealy News.)The first half of 2023 start-

ed with a bit of national con-
troversy with an incident at 
Lindemann’s grocery story 
brought attention to Austin 
County. But with most small 
towns, football remains a top 
priority and when Sealy’s 
Shane Mobley announced 
he was leaving the district, 
the town turned its attention 
to the hiring process which 

brought Clint Finley to lead 
the Tiger football program.JANUARYOne familiar Austin Coun-

ty representative was not 
present at the swearing in of 
county officials Jan. 1 at the 
Austin County Courthouse.

Austin County Clerk Car-
rie Gregor resigned her post 
with the county in a social 
media post.“Although re-elected to my 

8th term as the Austin Coun-
ty Clerk beginning 2023, I’ve 
decided not to take the oath 
of office on Jan. 1, resign and 

YEAR IN REVIEW 2023
Lindemann’s incident brings national attention to Austin County

See 2023, page 8

STAFF REPORTS
Members of the Aus-

tin County Regional Spe-
cial Response Team (SRT) 
executed a pair of search 
warrants which results in 
the arrests of two men on 
drug-related offenses.SRT executed a search 

and arrest warrant in Col-
orado County Dec. 7, at 
5:15 a.m. The warrants result-

ed in the arrest of Bruce 
Montgomery, 59, who was 
charged with manufacture 
and/or delivery of a con-
trolled substance and pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance PG 1.These warrants were 

the result of an ongoing 
narcotics investigation led 
by the Westside Narcotics 
Task Force (HIDTA). The 
task force was investigat-
ing complaints of illegal 
narcotics being sold from 
several locations in Colo-
rado County. A search of a residence 

located in the 10000 Blk of 
Hwy 71 in Garwood result-
ed in the seizure of cocaine, 
methamphetamine, and 
United States currency. 
Montgomery was trans-
ported and booked into the 
Colorado County Jail. The Colorado Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office, Waller 
County Sheriff’s Office K9 
Division and the Colorado 

By ABENEZER YONAS
ABENEZER.YONAS@SEALYNEWS.COMThe Sealy City Coun-

cil made a proclamation at 
their Dec. 19 regular meeting 
acknowledging contributions 
made by participants towards 
the Fantasy of Lights festival 
held Dec. 2. The proclamation honored 

city staff and community vol-

unteers for their efforts in 
making sure the event was a 
success, seeing “approximate-
ly 5,000 observers” through-
out the streets of Sealy.Chelsea Humers, Direc-

tor of the Sealy Chamber of 
Commerce, was highlighted 
for her leadership within the 
proclamation as well as the 
Sealy EDC for funding the 
festivities.

Mayor Carolyn Bilski read 
off the proclamation at the 
recent council meeting, men-
tioning the roots of the event 
as well as highlighting certain 
parts of it.“Thirty-seven years ago, 

the Charter Members began 
the Sealy Fantasy of Lights 
with a community celebra-
tion on the First Saturday in 
December,” said Bilski. “On 

behalf of the Sealy City Coun-
cil and those who enjoyed the 
festivities, I hereby acknowl-
edge the dedication and ser-
vice of every individual and 
business that contributed to 
this successful weekend for 
our “Small Town Big Lights” 
event.”

Aside from the proclama-
tion councilmembers also 
approved a resolution for the 

Sealy PD to apply for a new 
video camera system.The department would 

have to apply for a grant 
through the Criminal Justice 
Grant Program that would 
have to be approved as part 
of the application package. 
According to Bilski, Sealy 
PD would need to get that 

Sealy honors Fantasy of Lights contributors
SRT nabs men in narcotics investigations See FESTIVAL, page 8

See ARRESTS, page 8

By JIMMY GALVAN
JIMMY.GALVAN@SEALYNEWS.COMD uring a time when police 
officers are not always paint-
ed correctly in the spotlight, 

an annual holiday program allows 

officers to show compassion and sup-

port to their communities during a 

sometimes- stressful holiday season.

The Sealy Police Department 

sponsored its Blue Santa program 

with Sealy Police Officer Stevie Tor-

res once again in charge of it this 

year. The Sealy Police Department 

has participated in the Blue Santa 

program for several years now.
“This is the biggest event that we 

 do right now. This is one of our top 

priorities for Sealy Police Chief Jay 

Reeves. We put a lot of effort into this 

program,” Torres said. “This program 

helps families that can’t afford to buy 

gifts for their children at Christmas 

time.
“Especially right now with the 

economy being so tough, it is good 

to help the families out. Being in the 

business of being a police officer, we 

see these families struggle and this 

allows us to help these families out 

and that is just what we are here to 

do,” Torres said.Blue Santa began in Austin, TX in 

Blue Santa program allows police to connect with community

PHOTOS BY ABENEZER YONAS AND CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

The Sealy Police Department and its Blue Santa program helped provide gifts to children throughout the Sealy community this Christmas. The annual program has helped 

numerous Sealy families enjoy the Christmas season while allowing the Sealy Police Department to broaden its dedication to the community it serves. 

See BLUE SANTA, page 8

Giving back

SEALY NEWS FILE PHOTO

Sealy’s football program is rocked by the news that Shane Mobley is leaving the program 

for a position with Peaster ISD.
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“I can do everything through 
Him who gives me strength.”— PHILLIPPIANS 4:13
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By ABENEZER YONAS

ABENEZER.YONAS@SEALYNEWS.COM
An emergency town hall 

meeting was held Jan. 24 to 

address ongoing issues with-

in Wallis, most notably over 

allegations of racketeering 

being made by a property 

owner in town. 

This comes after a video 

was published on Facebook by 

Molly Ladner, a Katy resident 

who owns property in Wal-

lis, confronting code enforce-

ment officer Bill Murphy over 

claims that, according to Lad-

ner, Murphy illegally obtained 

What’s going on in Wallis?

City holds town hall meeting, 

addresses explosive allegations

PHOTO BY ABENEZER YONAS

Concerned Wallis residents look for some clarity at last Wednesday’s townhall.

See WALLIS, page 8

By ABENEZER YONAS

ABENEZER.YONAS@SEALYNEWS.COM 
The Sealy Indepen-

dent School District han-

dled “standard operations” 

during their first regular 

meeting of the year last 

Wednesday night, Jan. 24.

Included in the agenda 

items and “standard oper-

ations” of the meeting was 

an approval to purchase a 

new school bus for the dis-

trict.
The purchase would be 

for one singular school bus 

according to Hallmark, but 

would be quite some time 

before the district actually 

receives the bus.“They approved for us 

to purchase a school bus,” 

said Sealy ISD Superinten-

dent Dr. Bryan Hallmark. 

“But nowadays you might 

wait in line for like 6, 7, 8 

months before you even 

receive one, but it’s just one 

school bus.”Board members also 

went over their general 

Sealy ISD wellness plans 

for the year, using last 

year’s plan as framework 

to ensure kids and stu-

dents maintain a healthy 

lifestyle. Hallmark says it’s 

an initiative that Sealy ISD 

makes sure is tackled every 

year.
“It just includes day to 

day activities for the kids,” 

said Hallmark “Nutrition, 

exercise, how to create 

healthy habits.”Board members also 

approved the request for a 

proposal for new technolo-

gy and equipment for the 

students, google chrome 

books and interactive 

boards.
The proposal comes in 

part after reviewing the 

state of current devices and 

technology being used, with 

board members determin-

ing some gadgets were past 

Sealy ISD handles ‘operations’ at meeting

GMP NEWS SERVICETAYLOR — An experi-

enced sales, marketing and 

operations professional has 

added his talents to the exec-

utive ranks at Granite Media 

Partners Inc., company offi-

cials said.Matt Steketee, 46, start-

ed Jan. 8 as vice president of 

operations, becoming part of 

a four-member senior-man-

agement team under the 

direction of President and 

CEO H. Daniel Philhower.

The Georgetown resident 

will work out of Granite’s 

headquarters near Austin.

The Sealy News is owned 

by Granite.Steketee said he is bring-

ing “real-world experience 

with sales and marketing 

processes” to the 46-year-old 

company, which in the last 

year has embraced more digi-

tal offerings both in sales and 

content.Granite’s newest execu-

tive said the glut of content 

on social media and the web 

— much of it questionable — 

is driving audiences back to 

trusted sources of informa-

tion primarily found in their 

hometown newspapers and 

on hyperlocal news websites 

and related platforms.
For him, that makes join-

ing the Granite team the 

right move.“The timing is right for 

local,” said the 15-year 

Texas resident, who grew 

up in Kansas City, Kansas. 

New operational leader joins Granite

PHOTO BY SARAH WALKER

Matt Steketee is the new vice president of 

operations at Granite Media Partners Inc., 

which owns or manages several media 

properties including this one. 

See SEALY ISD, page 8

See STEKETEE, page 8

By ABENEZER YONAS

ABENEZER.YONAS@SEALYNEWS.COMW ith several county seats in 

the balance, Austin Coun-

ty voters had the opportuni-

ty to hear from the candidates vying 

for these positions during a candidate 

forum held Friday, Jan. 26. 

An Austin County Candidate 

forum was held  at the American 

Legion Hall in Sealy and was spon-

sored by the Wallis Chamber of Com-

merce, Bellville Chamber of Com-

merce and Sealy Chamber of Com-

merce and was hosted by the Austin 

County News Online.
Seven of the ten possible evening 

candidates attended, with five locally 

contested races between them. 

Those candidates included James 

Harrison and Greg Mikel for Austin 

County Commissioner, Incumbent 

Andrea Cardenas and Diane Day 

for Austin County Clerk, Incumbent 

Ronnie Griffin and Terry Hall for 

Austin County Constable and Jared 

B. Lovelace for United States Repre-

sentative District 10. Lovelace’s oppo-

nent, Incumbent Michael T. McCaul 

was not in attendance, as well as 

both candidates for State Represen-

tative District 85’s race, Incumbent 

Stan Kitzman and Tim Greeson.

The candidates were given the 

opportunity to push their campaign 

agendas and convince Sealy residents 

to vote for them before the primary 

election on March 5, and answered 

questions asked by both audience 

members and forum moderators. 

Questions included asking the can-

didates’ why they should be elected, 

what their motivations are for run-

ning, examples of involvement and 

contributions in their communities, 

their qualifications, their goals and 

more.
Candidates like Day say some of 

their motivation for running came 

from the recommendation and 

encouragement of those around them. 

Others such as Cardenas are running 

for re-election, with Cardenas saying 

she was trained for the County Clerk 

position before being first elected.

“When the previous county clerk 

didn’t pursue re-election,” said Day. 

“I was asked to apply for the job. 

More people encouraged me to apply.” 

“I was trained and mentored for 

this position after being the chief 

deputy for five years,” said Cardenas. 

Forum moderators also asked 

CANDIDATES
CANDIDATES 

make their pitches

make their pitches

Forum allows for informed voters in upcoming primary

PHOTO BY ABENEZER YONAS

Austin County candidates spoke to Sealy residents Jan. 24 urging them to vote for their causes.

See FORUM, page 8

 STANDARD SIZING & RATES			 

	 NAME	 BW	 COLOR 

 2X2	 STANDARD	 $48	 $60

 2X3	 MARKETPLACE	 $72	 $90

 2X5	 INDEX CARD	 $120	 $150

 3X5	 EIGHTH	 $180	 $225

 VERTICAL QUARTER	 V. QUARTER	 $378	 $472

 HORIZONTAL QUARTER	 H. QUARTER	 $378	 $472

 VERTICAL HALF	 V, HALF	 $756	 $945

 HORIZONTAL HALF	 H. HALF	 $756	 $945

 FULL	 FULL	 $1,512	 $1,890

2026 CAMPAIGN OPTIONS
& ADVERTISING RATES

DISPLAY ADVERTISING

Our newspaper provides targeted delivery for your marketing 
message in the Sealy and surrounding areas and into 

Austin County. 

STAFF REPORTS

The Sealy  High 

School girls’ powerlift-

ing team started off 

their season with some 

hardware. These ladies 

had a respectful sec-

ond place finish at the 

Brenham meet on Jan. 

18. 
Veyda Baena, Isabel-

la Pattillo, Lacie Perez, 

and Mason Infante all 

walked away with first 

place medals. Mariah 

Torres and Lilli Stone 

earned second place 

in each of their weight 

classes, and Jenna 

Coleman and Miran-

da Trejo each had third 

place  showings. 

Haven Hmielewski 

had a fourth-place fin-

ish, Emily Mock fin-

ished 6th, Faith Sledge 

BY ABENEZER YONAS
ABENEZER.YONAS

@SEALYNEWS.COM

Rivalries just bring 

so much energy, don’t 

they? 
The Sealy Tigers 

and Lady Tigers will 

be facing off respec-

tively against their 

sworn rivals the Bell-

ville Brahmas Jan. 31 

at the Brahma Stadi-

um in Bellville.

The Lady Tigers ini-

tially faced off against 

the Brahmas this year 

on Jan. 5 in a non-dis-

trict tie, coming away 

with a narrowly slim 

2-1 win. 
This will be the 

girls’ first district 

match of the season, 

going into the game 

9-1, whilst the boys 

will be having their 

second district match 

of the season, going 

into the game 6-3-2.

Both the girls’ and 

boys’ teams are com-

ing fresh off wins, with 

the ladies thrashing 

LaGrange 4-1 Jan. 19 

and the boys barely 

edging out Harmony 

School of Discover 1-0 

Jan. 22.
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TIGER OF THE WEEK BROUGHT TO YOU BY

1629 South Circle Street
Sealy, TX 77474

979-885-3554
cliffjones.com

Finishing strong

See RIVALRY, page 7

See POWERLIFTING, page 7

TIGERTIGER
OF THE WEEKOF THE WEEK

Dominique Castillo

By JIMMY GALVAN
JIMMY.GALVAN

@SEALYNEWS.COM

The Sealy  Lady 

Tigers ran their win-

ning streak up to five 

district games in a row 

while moving to 8-1 in 

District 25-4A with a 

49-29 win over Bell-

ville last Friday night 

at home. 
The win leaves Sealy 

firmly in second place 

in the district stand-

ings with a scheduled 

showdown with  Nava-

sota Jan. 30 on the 

road. A win against 

Navasota  Tuesday 

would leave Sealy in 

a first-place tie with 

the Lady Rattlers for 

the district lead. The 

results of this game 

were not available at 

press time.

Sealy moved to 8-1 

in district by virtue of 

its win over Bellville 

last Friday night.

Sealy ran out to a 4-0 

lead in the first quar-

ter behind two straight 

buckets by Kara Kram. 

After Bellville cut into 

the lead, Elizabeth 

Reichardt answered 

with a three-point buck-

et and another bucket 

by Kara Kram pushed 

the Lady Tigers out to 

a 10-2 lead in the first 

quarter of play. 

By the time the first 

quarter ended, Sealy 

held a firm 14-4 lead 

over Bellville.

Bellville cut Sealy’s 

 lead to 14-7 with a 

long-range three before 

Sealy’s Addison Clark 

answered with a three 

of her own to push the 

lead back out to 17-7. 

When Hannah Diemer 

drilled a three, Sealy 

had pushed its lead 

out to 21-7. A short 

time later, Diemer hit 

another long three to 

give the Lady TIgers a 

24-8 lead over Bellville.

A following bucket 

by Diemer and another 

three from Reichardt 

and Sealy had built up 

a comfortable 29-8 lead 

at the halftime break.

Kara Kram came out 

hot in the third quar-

ter as she paced the 

Lady Tigers to a nice 

run to start the quar-

ter. Kara Kram hit for 

seven points to start 

the third quarter as 

Sealy pushed their lead 

out to 36-8 early in the 

third quarter. 
At the end of the 

third quarter, Sealy 

held a 43-21 lead over 

Bellville.PHOTO BY MATT YBARRA

Sealy’s Kara Kram led the Lady Tigers to a victory over Bellville last Friday 

night. Sealy now stands at 8-1 in district play with three games left on the 

district schedule. 

Lady Tigers peaking at right time of season

PHOTO BY MATT YBARRA

Sealy sophomore Estrella Alvarez battles Navasota’s Jayln Williams for a rebound during the first matchup 

between the two teams in Sealy. Navasota won the game and the two teams matched up Tuesday again in 

Navasota. The results were not available at press time. 
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#16 Alexia Murillo looks to snatch the ball from the defender.

Isabella Pittillo

Mason Infante

Rivalry renewed for 

Tigers, Lady Tigers on 

soccer fields Wednesday

Sealy powerlifting off 

to strong start to season

RATES INCLUDE 
GRAPHIC DESIGN

$30 a week
Call to reserve your space

at 979-885-3562

Austin County Business DirectoryAustin County Business Directory

Roofi ng – Exteriors – Storm Damage
“When Quality Matt er s”

979✯472✯9176
www.houserroofingtx.com

OUTSTANDING TREE SERVICE
• Complete Tree Removal
• Trimming & Shaping
• Stump Removal
• Landscaping

• Site Clean up
• Bobcat and Dozer work
• Fencing
• Firewood for Sale

Serving our Hometown of Sealy
and surrounding areas

Simon 832-723-2915

FREE ESTIMATE
Bonded & Insured

DONUTSAUTOMOBILES

ROOFING

TEXAS IRRIGATION
& PIPE LLC

Installation, Sales & Service
CUSTOM DESIGNED LAWN SPRINKLERS

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • MAINTENANCE • ALL BRANDS & SYSTEMS
• TRENCHING • PVC PIPE • CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTERS

Free Estimates on New Systems

License Nos. BPAT 6148 & BPAT 6063

(979) 732-3970      1-800-327-6787
email: texirr@swbell.net • www.texasirrigation.com

1870 Frelsburg Rd. • Licensed Irrigator #1373 & 9459
Whyman, Carolyn & Brian Psencik • Established in 1983

Major Credit Cards Accepted

IRRIGATION

TREE SERVICE

979-732-4196
“BIG” or small - We Do It All”

TACLB50486E

HOME MAINTENANCE

PEST CONTROL

Lisa R Noack, Agent
428 E Main Street
Bellville, TX 77418
Bus: 979-865-3617
bellvilleinsurance.com

Save time! Save money! 
Save my number!

Like a good neighbor state farm is there.

Right coverage. 
Right price. 
Right here in town.

INSURANCE

FOOD & DRINKS

Mesquite
M E X I C A N  G R I L L

217 W Front St, Sealy, TX 77474 • (979) 627-7480

979-865-TREE
Commercial | Residential | Insured

Bucket Truck | Demolition | Crane Service

Greeley’s
Tree Service

TREE SERVICE

VINYL RECORDS

John's Jukebox Classics
Vinyl Records For Sale

LPs & 45s
Near Mint Condition

Priced to Sell

Stockyard Antiques
1935 Highway 36 North in Sealy

(770)503-6611

$30 a week
Call to reserve your space

at 979-885-3562

Au
st

in
 Co

un
ty

 Fa
ir

2023
Commemorative section �esented by
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ASK US ABOUT OUR OTHER 
SPECIAL PROMOS



ADVERTISING INFORMATION:

 CALL TODAY • 979.885.3562
A PUBLICATION OF

 		  COLS.X	 TOTAL	 DESIGN 

 SIZE	 NAME	 INCHES	 INCHES	 SPECS

 2X2	 STANDARD	 2X2	 4	 3.22”X2”

 2X3	 MARKETPLACE	 2X3	 6	 3.22’X3”

 2X5	 INDEX CARD	 2X5	 10	 3.22”X5”

 3X5	 EIGHTH	 3X5	 15	 4.91”X5”

 VERTICAL QUARTER	 V. QUARTER	 3X10.5	 31.5	 4.91”X10.5”

 HORIZONTAL QUARTER	 H. QUARTER	 6X5.25	 31.5	 10”X5.25”

 VERTICAL HALF 	 V. HALF	 3X21	 63	 4.91”X21”

 HORIZONTAL HALF	 H. HALF	 6X10.5	 63	 10”X10.5”

 FULL	 FULL	 6X21	 126	 10”X21”

Full Page

H Half Page

H Quarter Page

2x2 2x3

V Half Page

V Quarter Page

Eighth Page

2x5

CAMERA-READY SPECS

PDF format with fonts embedded, produced to correct dimensions for purchased size.
Art must be 300 dpi.
All color ads must be CMYK.

DISPLAY AD MECHANICALS

Ad design is included in the purchase of your advertising.  Let us
help you market your business.

CAMERA READY ADS 
MUST BE SUBMITTED 
24 HOURS PRIOR TO 

PRESS DEADLINE

Primary Care Physicians Crucial to Early Treatment  of  Hearing Loss
Hearing loss is a growing public health issue. According to the World Health Organization, one in four (2.5 billion) people across the globe will have some degree of hearing loss by 2050.1 Yet, 75% of hearing loss is underdiagnosed and undertreated.2

Primary care physicians can help change that. As the first point of contact for patients with hearing concerns, they play a crucial role in ensuring patients receive a referral to an audiologist for further evaluation and treatment as soon as possible.
Unsurprisingly, patients trust their primary care physician and deeply value their expertise. Evidence shows that 63% of people list their primary care physician as the most important source of information about where to go for hearing health care services.3

When it comes to hearing loss, early intervention and treatment are key. The condition clearly impairs a patient’s ability to communicate and connect with others. Evidence also shows that people with hearing loss are at a higher risk for a wide range of comorbidities—including depression,4 cognitive decline5 and falls6—which can impact their current and future quality of life. Therefore, the sooner a patient can get the audiological care they need for hearing loss, the better.

What You Can Do
If you’re experiencing any signs of hearing loss, such as asking people to speak louder or having trouble hearing in noisy situations, take action to help your hearing today. Depending on your insurance plan, you may need a referral from your primary care physician, or you may be able to self-refer directly to an audiologist’s office. Either way, being proactive will pay off in the long run, allowing you to enhance both your hearing and overall well-being.
At Today’s Hearing, we believe in working closely with our patients to ensure the best possible healthy hearing outcome. Dr. Jamie Wall, a Doctor of Audiology since 2000, has been with Today’s Hearing since 2015. Call (979-627-7771) or email (info@tohear.com) us today to schedule your hearing evaluation for our Sealy location (660 Main St., Suite 1C, Sealy, TX 77474).

1 World Health Organization. (2021). WHO: 1 in 4 people projected to have hearing problems by 2050. https://www.who.int/news/item/02-03-2021-who-1-in-4-people-projected-to-have-hearing-problems-by-2050 
2 Zazove, P. et al. Effective hearing loss screening in primary care: the early auditory referral-primary care study. Ann Fam Med. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7708285/  
3 Popp, P. (2022). Survey of primary care physicians: hearing loss identification and counseling. Audiology Online. https://www.audiologyonline.com/articles/survey-primary-care-physicians-hearing-1179 
4 Mener DJ, Betz J, Genther DJ, Chen D, Lin FR. (2014). Hearing loss and depression in older adults. J Am Geriatr Soc. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3773611/ 5 Lin, F.R. et al. (2013). Hearing loss and cognitive decline in older adults. Jama Intern Med. https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/1558452 6 Johns Hopkins Medicine. (2012). Hearing loss linked to three-fold risk of falling. Johns Hopkins Medicine https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/news/media/releases/hearing_loss_linked_to_three_fold_risk_of_falling

Call (979-627-7771) or 
email (info@tohear.com) 
us today to schedule 
your hearing evaluation 
for our Sealy location 
(660 Main St., Suite 1C, 
Sealy, TX 77474). 

Dr. Jamie Wall

YOUR HEARING, YOUR HEALTH BY DR. WALL

Find applications atbluebonnet.coop/scholarships
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Academic 
and 
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high school seniors
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Application deadline March 8, 2024
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VOTED #1 IN SERVICE AND REPAIRVOTED #1 IN SERVICE AND REPAIR
1538 Fannin Street, Columbus1538 Fannin Street, Columbus

979-500-4075 • www.mrazgolfcarts.com979-500-4075 • www.mrazgolfcarts.comTuesday-Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday 10am to 4pm
SALES • SERVICE • ACCESSORIES • UPHOLSTERY

RENT  TO OWN • FINANCING • RENTALS

201 Fowlkes Street
Sealy, TX

979-885-4787

Andy Krampitz CFP®
Financial Advisor

Fortune Cobb
Financial Advisor

We Support Our Austin County Student Athletes!


